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amount of the dowry which the bride would bring with her
had an important influence upon the intending husband's choice.
The wedding itself was a cheerful ceremony. The bride's
girl friends would bring her presents; and a middle-aged dame—
the female counterpart to the 'best man' of our modern weddings
—would superintend her toilette. Sacrifice and prayers were
offered at the domestic altar; and then the bride and bridegroom
sat down in the company of the family friends to a light repast
of sesame-cakes. Male and female guests, be it noted, were
kept in separate portions of the room. At nightfall all lined up
in procession, and to the light of pine-flares accompanied the
wedded pair to the bridegroom's house; and the maidens sang
a parting serenade.
So the wife passed into her husband's keeping. Her property
became his, and in the eyes of the law she possessed no inde-
pendent status. Throughout her life she remained always under
the tutelage of some male, and, if left a widow, returned into
the charge of her father or brother. Henceforward her duties
centred in the management of the home. She would superintend
the work of the slaves, especially the female ones. She would
attend to the making and mending of her husband's clothes.
Spinning was an unfailing occupation and took the place of the
knitting of to-day. A wad of raw wool, previously carded and
cleaned, would be placed on the end of a tall stick or distaff;
an end would be drawn out between the fingers and attached
to an earthenware or metal 'spindle' shaped something like a
top; the spindle would be set twirling as it hung and would
twist the wool into thread under the guidance of nimble fingers.
Weaving, too, was sometimes done at home; and much time
would be spent in unfolding and refolding the numerous
garments which were kept stored in the family chest.
LADY'S TOMBSTONE (see opposite)
Hiis relief, from the Cerameicus or Cemetery of Ancient Athens, shows
a seated lady examining her jewel-box.

